
Sports & Pitches Strategy - Key Stakeholder Group 
 
Meeting held at Paignton Community Sports College on 4th November 2013 
 
PNPF represented by John Gibson [Paula Hermes apologies]. I was not aware that either Brixham 
or Torquay`s equiv Neighbourhood Forums sent representatives. 
 
There was no Agenda circulated 
 
<< The purpose of this meeting will be to review progress on the site audits and consultation work, 

comment on the development of the overall Vision and discuss some of the findings to date. There 

are many issues emerging and we would like to have your views and comments on these and and 

possible ways forward. >> 
 
N.B. I understand that this consultation is conducted to assist Neil Allen Associates[who have been 
commissioned by Torbay Council] to draft a Sports & Pitches Strategy for the Council`s 
consideration, and a first draft is due to go to Torbay Council on 26th November for appraisal. 
Torbay Council already have a Questionnaire on their website. The Team acknowledge that there is 
a crossover with this strategy to other existing strategies i.e.Health & Well-Being, Obesity. 
 
The Power Point presentation – to which the meeting was invited to respond – made a number 
of observations: 

(1) Sport participation in Torbay is the lowest in the `region`[`region` not defined] – particularly 
low participation among marginalised social groups. 

(2) Power Point pages relating to demographics [ as far as I understood]  projected that in 20 yrs 
time the population of Torbay will have increased by 9,000 and also the need for 9,600 
additional dwellings. It was claimed that the figures were provided by Torbay Council, but 
need checking by PNPF 

(3) Single site/Single club facilities no longer suitable – preference for `hubs` both multi-use + 
intensification of use. 

(4) Buildings need to be `fit for purpose`/well maintained/viable, and sustainable[as to what the 
facilities are signed up to] 

(5) SeaTorbay[Torbay`s Coastal Management Plan  http://seatorbay.org.uk/] takes care of 
recreation + sport in the marine environment. 

 
Discussion brought to light a number of gaps: 

(1) Consultation  not sufficiently in touch with local community groups 
(2) use of the term `Sport` biased to Centres, Halls & Pitches – so might be including activities 

e.g. Line Dancing, but excludes the general concept of `leisure activity`[as in gardening, 
walking the dog, enjoying a walk along the coast path or woodland]. Similarly, this bias 
counts the informal use of swimming pools as Sport. 

(3) The Team not aware of, or in contact with, Torbay Local Access Forum 
(4) the drafters of this Sports & Pitches Strategy are not yet ready to make specific land/site 

recommendations 
 
The team is working towards producing: 
(1) their draft of a Vision 
(2) proposal that by 2013 TORBAY will ..... [ + proposed outcomes] with emphasis on continuing 
to use existing halls etc. 
 
It is hoped that the Team`s proposals will go out to public consultation in January/February, with a 
final document at the end of March 2014. 


